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What is WATER BAPTISM?

Water baptism is one of the most beautiful, significant and life-defining moments in your
journey as a Christian.

This simple act of obedience as a Believer, has powerful supernatural significance.
However, before going deeper into why you should get water baptised, let’s first look at
what water baptism is.

A PUBLIC DECLARATION

Water baptism is a public declaration of our faith in Jesus Christ and
the outward demonstration of the inward transformation that takes place when we
receive Him as our Lord and Saviour.

It’s important to note that there is a distinction between water baptism and salvation.
Getting water baptised does not equate to being saved or result in salvation.

The Bible is clear that SALVATION IS A FREE GIFT FROM GOD, AND IS RECEIVED SIMPLY
THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. — Ephesians 2: 8-9 (NIV)

We get water baptised, not in order to be saved, but because we have already received the
gift of salvation.
SALVATION PRECEDES WATER BAPTISM.

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. — Galatians 3: 26-27 (NIV)

A SYMBOL OF TRANSFORMED LIFE.

Water baptism is very much a symbolic act .
The symbolism of water baptism is best illustrated in Colossians:

"If it's an initiation ritual you're after, you've already been through it by submitting to
baptism.

Going under the water was a burial of your old life; coming up out of it was a resurrection,
God raising you from the dead as he did Christ.

When you were stuck in your old sin-dead life, you were incapable of responding to God. God
brought you alive - right along with Christ! Think of it!

All sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant canceled and nailed to Christ's
Cross." —- Colossians 2: 12-14 (MSG)

Water baptism is a symbol of Jesus Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.

We enter the water as a symbol of entering into a relationship with Jesus Christ, coming just
as we are, clothed in our old life with all of its habits, mindsets and behaviours.

Allowing ourselves to be immersed in water by somebody else during the process of water
baptism, is symbolic of willingly yielding our life to God’s rulership as an act of love,
obedience and trust.

God sees the faith in our vulnerability and humility and is pleased.

The water itself is symbolic of a grave.

As you are immersed, your old self dies and is buried just as Jesus died and was buried.

In the same way, just as Jesus rose to life again, you too rise from the water as a symbol of
new life in Him as a brand new creation, free from the guilt of your past sin and shame.
By faith, the water washes away anything that makes you feel unclean and unworthy to be
loved by your Father.

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. —
Romans 6:4 (NIV)

It is important to note that the water is not magical in any way, but like everything in the
Christian life, being water baptised is a powerful act of faith and any act of faith pleases our
Heavenly Father.

Water baptism uses the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ to symbolize our journey
from DEATH to LIFE and from OLD to NEW.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here! — 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

Another precious and powerful outcome of water baptism is that you will step out of the
water—clean, free, empowered, accepted, and beloved as God’s child.

As mentioned before, being water baptised doesn’t save you, but is simply evidence that you
have already been saved and set free.

Being water baptised makes a public declaration to God and others, that you no longer
consider your life to be your own.

Your life now belongs to God and, as such, you look to His leadership and not your own.

| have been crucified with Christ: and | myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. And the
real life | now have within this body is a result of my trusting in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me. — Galatian 2:20 (TLB)

WHY DO WE GET WATER BAPTISED?

Upon knowing and understanding what water baptism is and the symbolism behind it, most
Believers feel compelled to take this step of faith and get water baptised.

However, that’s not the only reason; One of the most important reasons to get water
baptised is to follow the example of Jesus Christ and obey His commands:

Jesus — Our example

One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptised Him in the Jordan River. As
Jesus came up out of the water, He saw the heavens splitting apart and the Holy Spirit
descending on Him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son,
and you bring me great joy. — Mark 1:9-11 (NLT)

Jesus, Himself, got baptised in the Jordan River, even though He was without sin.
He humbled Himself to undergo this process so that He could identify with us and give us an
example to follow.

"Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked." — 1
John 2:6 (ESV)

Jesus — our Lord

Water baptism is an act of faith and obedience to the commands of Christ as written in
Scripture.

HOW DO WE GET WATER BAPTISED?

The answer to this question may seem pretty obvious.
Yes, water is involved and we have discussed the significance of the water in symbolizing the
process of cleansing us— despite having NO magical power in and of itself.

However, the greatest confusion seems to lie in the question of whether we must be
fully immersed in the water or simply “sprinkled” with it.

Without delving too deep into the difference between immersion and sprinkling, here are 3
brief reasons why we believe in BAPTISM BY FULL IMMERSION:

Firstly, the Greek word in the Bible for ‘baptism’ is Baptizo, which literally means to
“immerse, to submerge and to overwhelm.”

Secondly, Jesus wasn’t sprinkled or partially baptised in the Jordan River.
He was baptised by full immersion (“As Jesus came up out of the water...”Mark 1:10 NLT) and
therefore, we follow His example.

Thirdly, in terms of the symbolic nature of water baptism, having received Jesus Christ into
our heart, we are not just partially cleansed from sin, partially transformed from old to new
or partially brought from death to life.

Just like Jesus who died a complete death and was fully resurrected, our baptism needs to
reflect the fullness and completeness of this death and resurrection.

His work on the cross wasn’t partial. It was complete. It was full.

Therefore, our act of faith by full immersion in water, symbolise the fullness of all that we
have received.

WHO SHOULD GET WATER BAPTISED?

e Every Believer should be water baptised as a crucial part of their journey with Jesus as
their Lord and Saviour.

e Every single person who has made the decision to believe in Christ and received
salvation should take this step of faith.

e The only prerequisite for water baptism is belief in Christ.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)

Those who accepted His message were baptised....
Acts 2:41 (NIV)

But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women.
Acts 8:12 (NIV)

With regards to the water baptism of children, the key factor is whether they are able to
make their own conscious, mindful and wilful decision to believe in Jesus Christ and take the
step of faith to get water baptised.

Getting water baptised is a decision that only you can make for yourself and, as such, it is
different from baby dedication ceremonies where parents present their children to God for
His protection and guidance.

“Yes! | want to be water baptised!”
If you would like to be water baptised, please speak to your leader or pastor who will guide
you through this wonderful process.

Most commonly asked questions // what’s holding people back

“Pastor, there are still a lot of things | need to sort in my life first.
My life is a mess, family, addictions......I’'m not ready now.
When | have sorted all those things....THEN | will get baptised”

e That’s like saying, “Pastor Roy, I’'m not going to wash my clothes because they are still
dirty!” =)

e We wash our clothes BECAUSE IT IS DIRTY!!

e We wash out clothes to make it CLEAN!

e Baptism is the very thing that gives you FORGIVENESS OVER YOU SINS!

e The Bible Says, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptised
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.” — Acts 2:38

e So Friends....don’t wait until your life is sorted to be baptised.
e Make a decision to be baptised TODAY for the forgiveness of your sins.

e BAPTISM IS THE VERY THING THAT GIVES YOU POWER OVER SIN.

“In the same way you must regard yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God, in union
with Christ Jesus.
Therefore sin must no longer reign in your mortal body.” — Romans 6:11-13

e Don’t wait until you are sorted, before baptism, sin has control over your life.
e But after baptism, God will give you the gift of the Holy Spirit, the power to overcome
sin.

Maybe you are saying....
“Oh Pastor, its only a ceremonial thing.... doesn’t God just look at our heart?”

e How would you feel in your boyfriend / girlfriend or wife come and say to you,
e "Darling you know my heart...I love you... but let’s keep our relationship private yesss?
Let’s not make it public. What’s important is my heart, right?”

e You’'ll be like...no way!

e Love requires action.

e Love requires a decision

e Love requires an announcement (if its not in facebook, it never happens!)
e Love requires commitment,

It’s the same thing with following Jesus
Your decision to be baptised....is like you making it clear for:
- Yourselves “I am following Jesus, and I’m not turning back.”
- God “My life is Yours, take over my life.”
- The devil - that you are no longer their property, you are God’s

In closing.....

14 “Then he told me, ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see
the Righteous One and hear him speak.

15 For you are to be his witness, telling everyone what you have seen and heard.

16 What are you waiting for? Get up and be baptized.

Have your sins washed away by calling on the name of the Lord.’

— ACTS 22: 14-16 (NLT)

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR???
GET UP AND BE BAPTISED.

Just like Jesus, you can be tempted to give up your faith around the time of your baptism.
The enemy knows that your willing decision to follow Christ is a sign that you are moving into
your destiny and purpose in God and becoming a threat to his rulership in your life and in the
lives of your loved ones.

Don’t be concerned about the temptations you face. Just keep your eyes on Jesus— the One
who demonstrated how to live a victorious life— and remember that what lies ahead, is an
incredibly supernatural life doing great exploits for God!

The best part about being water baptised is hearing your Heavenly Father’s affirmation as
you rise up out of the water:

You are my dearly loved son/daughter and you bring me great joy!

Mark 1:11 (NLT)




